The Rupture of Diplomatic Relations
and declare ourselves ready to discontinue the unrestricted
U-boat war, the moment we are completely assured that the
President's efforts will lead to a peace that would be acceptable
to us.
" BETHMA^N-HOIXWEG/'
I immediately communicated the peace terms contained in this
telegram to Mr. House, and I still cherished a small hope that he
would, after all, perhaps, be able to exercise a favourable in-
fluent over th$ President. Truth to tell, he actually went to
Washington in order to take part in the deliberations which
were to decide the attitude which America was henceforth to
adopt towards us. Apart from the fact that the secrecy cover-
ing the communication of our peace terms deprived them of all
diplomatic value, the simultaneous declaration of the unrestricted
U-boat war gave the death-blow to all hope of maintaining
peace. As Herr von Bethmann-Hollweg declared before the
Examination Committee of the National Assembly : " It was
perfectly clear to the authorities in Germany, that the decision
to prosecute the unrestricted U-boat war, would destroy all
chance of further efforts on the part of the President to bring
about peace. The U-boat war meant rupture, and ultimately
war with America. The discussions between General Head-
quarters and the political leaders had turned upon this question
for years. That which led to the decisive step being taken was,
that General Headquarters was firmly resolved to face even
the risk of America's entry into the war, and that it wished
to use the circumstances as a trial of strength with the political
leaders/'
On January 3ist, at 5 o'clock in the afternoon, I handed Mr.
Lansing the official communication about the U-boat war*
This was my last political interview in America. We both
knew that the end had come, but we did not admit the fact
to each other. The Secretary of State contented himself with
replying that he would submit my communication to the
President. I cherished no illusions regarding the expected
outcome of this interview, for the Ultimatum of April i8th,
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